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“He came to Preach the Good News to the Poor” Was the theme for the
launch of our Silver Jubilee celebration. Indeed He came, He lived among
us,  showed us His  way and we cont inue to  be h is  fo l lowers.
The launch of the celebration is an important event, as Oblates, we should
celebrate in a special way. We must give thanks to God for blessing us
throughout the past years.
We are growing in number, it is an achievement. Our work could not have
been easy if we were not welcomed by the lay people we found in the Western
Province, other religious congregations such as the Holy Spirit Sisters.
There are also people behind the scenes who have supported and are still
supporting our mission; our benefactors and associates who have helped us
spiritually and financially.

As we celebrate this day I would like to invite all of us, Oblates, our
 associates, our friends, relatives and our readers to join us in this
 joyous celebration. Let us thank God with greatful hearts for having
blessed us in the past years and for keeping the Oblate Charism alive.
To a l l  o f  you we say thank you as we cont inue spreading the
 Good News together.

“We  p lan t  t he
seeds that one day
will grow…” Such
h a s  b e e n  a
characteristic of
Oblate mission and
ministry from the
time they stepped
on the Zambian
soil, 25 years ago.
I  f i rs t  met  the

Oblates in Lukulu
where I went to school. Then Fr. Paul Duffy,OMI,  Fr. Pat
Gitzen, OMI, Fr. Martin Mabatoana,OMI, Joseph
Sephamola, OMI and several seminarians lived out the
Oblate missionary zeal through daring. To be in Lukulu
and Kalabo was and still is a true manifestation of the
spirit of daring. I was particularly impressed by their
closeness to the people with whom and to whom they
ministered. They were also outstanding in witnessing to
the faith they professed. They lived and shared their life
and mission. They organized and led the people of Lukulu,
Kalabo, Limulunga and Mongu in life giving programmes
and activities. They have been a great agent of hope and
witness to the people of Lukulu, Kalabo, Mongu and Zambia
in general, even in the face of political challenges.

Witness to hope and faith is a necessary aspect of Oblate
life that will serve them as a stepping stone to future
ministries. The Oblates will continue to be a shining example
of apostolic life when they continue to make deliberate
choices to celebrate their cultural and personality diversity
and use it to enhance their ministry among God’s people.
When we continue to dare, dream together and tap into
our own gifts vested in our men, we will realize a lot in a
nation and among people of great potential. As agents of
hope we contribute to the great platform that will foster
economic independence of this country, human rights
awareness as well as contribute to the spiritual growth of
the young and dynamic Church community of Africa.

To come to the Western province of Zambia, the least
developed of them all, was an act of daring.  Yet we did
not settle in the comforts of our established missions of
Lusaka, Lukulu and Kalabo. We stretched our energies to
Limulunga in Mongu. In this day and age, we made a
statement of what and who we are about by establishing
an Oblate Radio station, which has speeded up our
evangelization efforts.  As we give up the established
mission of Limulunga, we look to take up a new mission
in Shangombo, a hint of what we are about, “we plant the
seeds that one day will grow” as we open our limitless
horizon of possibilities. In Lusaka we dream of building a
School of Philosophy for our men in formation. It is a vision
we share in common and will materialize soon as long as
we dare.

And so we dare and plant seeds that will one day grow…

Barnabas Simatende, OMI

We are daring

Fr. Ron Carignan reflects on  the Zambia Oblates Delegation

The Oblates took over Limulunga Parish from the Capuchins
in 1995 by that time the Parish had only seven mass centres.
In addition to that they managed to open another eight new
mass centres with good structures and the number of believers
in all our centres has more than doubled.

As a parish, we have enjoyed their spiritual support which was
the major reason for their coming to this parish. To ensure
that this spiritual support is spread to the entire parish, they
set up a Pastoral team which has helped us alot in responding
to the needs of the parishioners in relation to sacramental
lessons.

They initiated a relationship between our parish and the
parishioners of St. Benedict Parish in Seattle (USA). Our new
hall is as a result of such a relationship. They also initiated
the rice mill project which is still in operational as at now. Our
parish has benefited much from their financial support,
especially revenues from the house rentals.

During their stay, we have seen an increase in the number of
our local vocations.

I would therefore like to end up by thanking the superior of
the Oblates, Fr. Joe Phiri, OMI and all the entire Oblates of
the Zambian delegation, for the good working relationship we
have had with you. We wish you God’s blessings all the time
and we are going to remember you in our prayers and we also
request for your prayers as well.

Thank you.

Kelvin Sikuka
Parish Co-ordinator

A Word from St. Lawrence Parish

St. Lawrence Parish

St. Lawrence Hall

Dear brothers and Sisters,
to the members of the Zambia Oblate Delegation
and our Oblate Associates and Col laborators,
peace and joy in the Lord!

Congratulat ions on 25 years of Oblate l i fe and
 missionary serv ice to the church of  Zambia.
The ce lebrat ion of  th is  anniversary prov ides
the delegat ion wi th  an oppor tun i ty  to  re f lect
on  the  pas t  w i th  g ra t i tude  and  look  to  the
future with hope. I  am most happy to send my
gree t ings  and  o f fe r  a  few thoughts  on  th is
occas ion .  As  I  re f l ec t  on  the  years  du r ing
w h i c h  I  h a d  t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  b e i n g  t h e
De lega t i on  Super io r,  I  see  tha t  t hey  were

perharps the most  cha l leng ing as wel l  as  the most  sat is fy ing years  o f  my
Oblate l i fe  thus far.  I  remember th is  t ime in  my l i fe  as a t ime dur ing which
 I  shared in  a fu l l  l i fe  of  communi ty  and miss ion wi th an outstanding group
of  enthus iast ic  and generous young Oblates and wi l l ing lay  co l laborators .
These were years of  d iscernment and vis ioning, of  the theological  ref lect ion
and communi ty  p lann ing ,  o f  c rea t i ve  and  dar ing  miss ionary  ac t ion .  As  a
delegat ion,  we ef fec t ive ly  moved f rom a per iodof  foundat ion in to  a  per iod
of expansion.

I  found tha t  the  annua l  De legat ion  Assembly  p layed a  p ivo ta l  ro le  in  our
Oblate l i fe and mission.  I t  was a good exercise of  part ic ipat ive government.
There was a lways a fu l l  a t tendance and par t ic ipat ion o f  a l l  the Oblates in
Zambia  inc lud ing  B ishop Pau l  Duf fy,  OMI ,  who was a lways  most  fa i th fu l ,
as wel l  as a l l  o f  our  scholast ics f rom Cedara.  I  remember very wel l  the s ix
Delegat ion Assembl ies dur ing my years as Super ior.  This is  how I  look back
at them:
2000: CHOOSE  LIFE
We came up  w i th  a  se t  o f  p r io r i t i es  fo r  the  De lega t ion .  the  number  one
p r i o r i t y  w a s  t h e  b u i l d i n g  u p  o f  s t a b l e  a p o s t o l i c  c o m m u n i t i e s .

2001: SIGNS OF THE TIME
I  our  d iscernment  we came up wi th f ive s igns of  the t ime and sketched out
the main l ine of  our response to these signs of  the t ime.

2002: LORD THAT WE MIGHT SEE
We explored In tegra l  Evangel isat ion as the def in ing rea l i ty  o f  our  miss ion
as Zambia Oblates. Continues to page 8

Fr. Ronald Carignan, OMI

F r o m  T h e  D e l e g a t i o n  S u p e r i o r
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On the 25th May, 2008 we celebrated the launch of our Silver Jubilee Year
celebrations at Mary Immaculate Parish.The main celebrant was the Right
Reverend Bishop Paul Duffy, OMI who is the Bishop of Mongu Diocese.
Amongst many Oblates who came for the launch was Fr. Pat Gitzen, OMI
who was among the first Oblates that came to Zambia. Fr. Raymond Mwangala,
OMI represented St. Josephs Scholasticate in Cedara, South Africa. Lay
people from their respective communities in the Western Province were also
present for this occasion.

In his homily, Bishop Paul Duffy did not forget to acknowledge the fact that
the launch of the Silver jubilee celebration coincided with the feast of Corpus
Christi.

He described the feast of Corpus Christi as being a beautiful feast, a feast
of Gods’ love for us whom God created out of love so that one day we can
be united with him in the eternal kingdom. Hence the significance of us
beginning our celebration on the feast of the Blood and Body of Christ.
The bishop further said that if we always remember that we are that one family, sharing that one love, then we can face the future with confidence.

The procession of the word included visitors from the Western Province and Parishioners of Mary Immaculate. They were carrying seeds to symbolise
the word that the missionaries brought to the people of the Western Province, seedlings to represent the growth of that faith that they planted, fruits to
show the fruits that they have given birth to in their works in the different areas of their different ministries. At the end of the procession, a Lectionary in
Silozi was presented.

 Oblates handover St. Lawrence  Parish of Limulunga
Another date has been marked in the Oblates presence in Zambia. On June 22, 2008 the Missionary
Oblates Zambia delegation handed over the
 St. Lawrence of Brindisi parish in Limulunga to the diocese of Mongu.

Bishop of Mongu diocese Paul Duffy, OMII installed the new Parish Priest  who is a diocesan priest,
Fr. Richard Kufaga.
The bishop thanked everyone for who they were and urged the parishioners to continue having the
same hardworking zeal. He also urged everyone to continue working together and supporting the
parish.

The Oblates will be remembered by the parishioners as being true apostles of Christ for they
stretched their help even to non- Catholics in many ways, such as education. They opened more
outstations, hence evangelisation has grown.

The parishioners also acknowledged that the youths are no longer dormant, they have become more
reliable and active this was attributed to the interaction with the brothers and the scholastics. There
are cur rent ly  seven seminar ians in  the vocat ion programme f rom L imulunga.
Most parishioners talked to said that the Oblates have left them fully equipped with the word of  God
Moreover, all that is needed now is to continue from where they have left.
The Oblates took over the running of the Parish from the Capuchins in September 1994.The
pioneering Missionary Oblate was Fr. Joseph Sephamola, OMI from Lesotho who was the assistant
parish priest to Fr. Joseph Cain, OMI at Sancta Maria mission.

Fr. Jim Chambers is the new DMDC Director. He has
replaced Mr. Kusiwayo Lewanika.
Mr. Eugene Lubinda is the new Assistant Director.
Mr. Charles Akkakandelwa has been re-employed as the
Operations  Manager.

Miss Musonda Chipili is the new communications officer
replacing Miss Benetria Milambo who left the Oblates in
May this year. We thank Miss Milambo for the good work
she did for the Oblates and wish her luck in her future
endeavors. To Miss Chipili we say, welcome to the Oblate
community.

Staff changes at the Delegation Office

2003:  TO WALK IN THE LIGHT
We recognised that we were experiencing growing pains
 as a Delegation. We identified our concerns and developed
three courses of action:
1) To give special attention to the quality of our formation;
2) To get a better handle on financial sustainability;
3) To bring a healthier balance to the quality of our religious
 living.

2004: BRINGING TO LIFE AN IMMENSE HOPE
An important part of the Assembly was to address the
Delegation Strategy Document called for by the Immense
Hope Project sponsored by the General Administration.
The 16 page draft- document was reviewed and
suggestions for its refinement were made.

2005: REMEMBERING THE PAST
One of the main tasks of the Assembly was to move to the
Delegation Directory project towards completions. A three
part working document was presented, reviewed and
amended. This Directory reflects the basic values by which
we want to live and be in mission as a Delegation.

These six assemblies were benchmarks in my six years as
superior of the Delegation. They provided moments
of corporate reflection surrounding our missionary projects,
establishing points of departure and venues of
accountability.

The Delegation Assemblies realised outstanding
achievements.I would include among the most important:

1. Setting up four priorities for the life and mission of the
    Delegation that prevail to this day.
2. Deciding to establish Oblate Radio Liseli as a Delegation
    response to the signs of the time.
3. Giving expression of our theological understanding of
    integral Evangelisation.
4. Agreeing on a mission statement for the Delegation.
5. Adopting a delegation Directory.

I sure remember the Grace of these assemblies with
gratitude.

Ronald N. Carignan, OMI

Right and bottom:
celebrating Corpus
Christi  at Mary
Immaculate Parish
in Lusaka

Fruits of labour being carried during the launch of the Silver Jubilee celebrations Fr. Richard Kufaga and Fr. Peter Chibesa, OMI

Colourful mass at St. Lawrence Parish

Staff changes at DMDC

Launch of  the  Silver  Jubi lee  Celebrat ions

Jubilee Mass celebration at Mary Immaculate Parish

JULY
Fr.   Mwansa Victor, OMI                                              17th

Sch. Mulenga B. Emmanuel, OMI                                  18th
Sch. Mbuzi Wankie, OMI                                               24th
Sch. Chilufya Felix, OMI                                                24th
Most Rev. Paul Duffy, OMI                                            25th

AUGUST
Sch. Chumya David, OMI                                                   4th
Sch. Katobemo Mike, OMI                                                 9th
Fr.   Chinyemba Evans, OMI                                              9th
Bro. Chishimba Adrian, OMI                                             15th
Fr.   Kibomwe Freeborn, OMI                                           21st

Bro. Mwakacheya Max,    OMI                                         24th
Bro. Simatende Barnabas, OMI                                       24th

Fr.   Mwangala Raymond, OMI                                          25th

Sch. Tembo Chibwe, OMI                                               28th
Sch. Musilizo Pius, OMI                                               29th

 Calendar:
August 2008                                              Feast of Assumption
December 2008                           Immaculate Conception
February 17th, 2009             Commemoration of the Constitution
May 30th 2009                         The Silver Jubilee Celebration in Lukulu

Priestly Ordinations:
Deacon Barnabas Simatende, OMI                   August 2, 2008

July/  August 2008- OMI Zambia
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M e m o i r s  o f  t h e  O b l a t e s
Celebrating the Oblates twenty five years presence in Zambia can not go by without mentioning the Holy Spirit Sisters and especially now when the

Oblates are moving out of Limulunga to another mission.

The sisters came to Zambia twenty years ago, their first mission was Kalabo. Together with the Oblates they
worked, prayed and planned. Together they were also accountable to one another. All this was done for the
good of the people of Western Province.

The charism of the sisters is similar to that of the Oblates, this made it easy for them to work together. When
they started, they had a book cal led, the “Col laborat ive Ministry” and found very useful .

Sr. Geraldine Klein, Sr. Monica Carroll and Sr. Christina Mitchell all took turns in sharing their memories of the
Collaborat ive Ministry with the Oblates, during a dinner hosted in honour of the Oblates.

They recalled the difficulties they had in the beginning, how difficult it was for them to drive through the plains.
Adjusting into a whole new different culture and understanding its language. The eleven years in Kalabo were
marvelous years for the sisters. The outstation trips were great. They recalled what joy it was for the people of
Kalabo when then Fr. Paul Duffy, OMI was made Bishop. For them, joyful times are far up way sad times.
The sisters described the occasion as being a time of rejoicing in the time they had been together which will
not be forgotten.

Saying bye to the Oblates is hard for they have built a relationship with them and have become attached to
them, they sympathies with them for they understand the problem of leaving what is famil iar and start ing al l  over again.
The Oblates will surely be missed by the sisters for they were described as being good and generous to the people, they said mass very well, they are

sincere people who were always making efforts in everything that they were
doing. The sisters urged them to continue with the true Oblate spirit they have
always known them for.

To the people they were the taxi service, the ambulance. They wished them to
remain sincere and through that people should see and learn how to share
and how to give. They will definitely be a blessing to their next mission.

T h e  H o l y  S p i r i t  r e m e m b e r  t h e  C o l l a b o r a t i v e
M i n i s t r y

The launch of the silver jubilee celebration means evolution and growth of Oblate presence in Zambia. It is a
celebration of life and ministry in the middle of the people of God where our presence is needed.

The past years of the Oblates in Zambia are not different with the first mission of Saint Paul who was busy to
encourage and to open Christian communities. In the past the mission was totally served by American Oblates
as they were the pioneers in Zambia. The number of missionaries was not enough to respond to the need of
the local community where Oblates were based. It was a small family where brothers were together and focused
on the call to ministry.
In the next twenty five years I would like to see the Missionary Oblates in Zambia involved in developmental
projects and wish to  also see the Oblates in new Parishes, spreading the Good News and bringing a real
missionary spirit of collaboration in the communities and also an active presence where the poor are living.

F r .  P a t  G i t z e n  w a s  o n e  o f  t h e  f i r s t  f o u r  m i s s i o n a r i e s  w h o  c a m e  t o  Z a m b i a  i n 1 9 8 4  f r o m  Te x a s ,  U S A .  F r .  P a t  G i t z e n
i s  c u r r e n t l y  t h e  n o v i c e  m a s t e r  a t  O u r  L a d y  o f  P e a c e  N o v i t i a t e  i n  D o e b r a  –  N a m i b i a .

T h e  t w e n t y  f i v e  y e a r s  f o r  h i m  h a v e  g o n e  b y  q u i c k l y,  “ w i t h  t h e
t w i n k l i n g  o f  a n  e y e ” .  W h e n  h e  w a s  c o m i n g  t o  Z a m b i a  t h e r e  w a s
n o t h i n g  t o  p r e p a r e  f o r ,  h e  r e m e m b e r s  v e r y  w e l l  t h e  w o r d s  o f
o n e  N i g e r i a n  P r o f e s s o r  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y  o f  N o t r e  D a m e  w h o
o n c e  t o l d  h i m  t h a t  a l l  h e  n e e d s  t o  d o  i s  t o  b e  t h e r e  f o r  t h e
p e o p l e ,  b e  w i t h  t h e m  a n d  l i s t e n  t o  t h e i r  n e e d s .  H e  d i d  j u s t  t h a t
a n d  i t  h a s  w o r k e d  v e r y  w e l l  f o r  h i m .  H e  s a i d  o f t e n  o n e  w o u l d
g o  w i t h  h i s  o w n  a g e n d a  a n d  f o r g e t  a b o u t  t h e  p e o p l e s ’  n e e d s .

H e  s a i d  t h e  g o a l  o f  e v a n g e l i z i n g  t h e  g o o d  t o  t h e  p o o r  i s  s t i l l
i n  t h e  p r o c e s s .

Tw e n t y  f i v e  y e a r s  f o r  h i m  m e a n s  “ w e  h a v e  j u s t  b e g a n ,  w e  h a v e
m a d e  s o m e  p r o g r e s s  a n d  w e  a r e  s t i l l  g o i n g  o n ” ,  “ We  a r e  a l w a y s
l o o k i n g  f o r  o u r  n e x t  m i s s i o n ” .

L to R: Sr. Monica Carroll SHSp , Sr. Geraldine Klein SHSp, Sr. Peggy
O’Flaherty, SHSp

Fr.  Pat  Gi tzen

F r o m  p a g e  3  m e m o i r s  o f  t h e  O b l a t e s
Fr. Jim Chambers, OMI

As Missionary Oblates Zambia Delegation, we look back at the past and through the past we try to see what the Missionary
O b l a t e s  o f  M a r y  I m m a c u l a t e  Z a m b i a  D e l e g a t i o n  w o u l d  b e  l i k e  i n  t h e  n e x t  t w e n t y  f i v e  y e a r s .

As the Oblate Delegation of Zambia celebrates 25 years of presence and ministry among the people of Zambia, it is an opportunity for both
joy and critical reflection. A lot has happened for which we ought to be grateful. Much, however,
still remains to be done.

When the first Oblates set out to establish missions in Zambia, they were coming to the unknown.
This, however, did not intimidate them. They trusted in the goodness and protection of God,
and this has paid out.

As we look back over the 25 years, we give thanks to God, the Church and the Oblate congregation
for sending missionaries. We are grateful for the selflessness of the first missionaries who
accepted the challenge. We are also grateful to the local people for their generosity and patience.

Jubilee is a time to celebrate. Indeed, we acknowledge the achievements of the past by living
the present fully. And because of the past and the present, we look to the future with confidence.

Many are the blessings the Lord has showered on us. Thank you to all who have helped us
answer the call of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. We are truly grateful for your patience, love and support. Help us to serve you better.

Fr. Renee’ Talabo, OMI

“It’s been a good 25 years.  The people from the west
have taught us more than we have taught them. They

seem to have hope more than what we have, despite
the poor conditions in which they live in. I think we help
them to see what they already have”.

Fr. Raymond M. Mwangala, OMI

“All  Oblates should  take
specific time to pray for the
people who have dedicated
their l ives to the Oblates.
These are the people who
have been sponsoring us
financially, spiritually, including
the collaborators of the MAMI
here and in the US.
In Mongu we have not been
working in Isolation, we have
b e e n  w o r k i n g  w i t h  t h e

diocesans. We should take it seriously as individual Oblates and that we
are not working in Isolation.
A lot has happened as regards to the promotion of vocation. I would like
to commend Fr. Ron walker for taking up this decision. We are here because
of his move. As Oblates we have achieved a lot. It has not been too easy.
There has been some resistance, self-giving has not been much. It is our
duty to reach out to the people, to teach them to be sustainable.
We need to expand to other province, introduce exchange programmes,
where scholastics from various countries and continents can interact more
and learn cultures of different people”.
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Fr. Nebby Chanda, OMI
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SHSp

The Oblates and the Holy Spirit Sisters chat during dinner



Fr. Nebby Chanda, OMI

The children of Limulunga listening to the word of God. This was during the Handover Mass of St. Lawrence
Parish on the 22nd June, 2008.

The greateful parishioners of St. Lawrence Parish

Most Oblates of the Zambia Delegation were in Lusaka to celebrate the Launch of the Silver Jubilee


